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2008 in Review – Chairman’s report.

How time flies; 29 April 2008 I found myself being introduced to you as the new Chairman for the next year, I quickly learnt that trying to anticipate the “next move”  ito what to expect or what’s to come next, is simply IMPOSSIBLE.

I was and still is very fortunate to have someone like Dave Higgs a phone call away and have many times asked the question: “Dave, who is this (excuse the French) poephol and why is he/she trying so damn hard to make my job so difficult?” more than once the answer from Dave :

“I told you, the guys and girls belonging to this club is very passionate about the  brand and the club, when they feel you or anyone is doing something that will damage or harm either you will be the 1st to know about it, REMEMBER do it for the fun of it, enjoy it and savour the moment” WELL it took me a while to understand what Dave was trying to teach me - the young bull but can now tell you that he will not give this position or club up very easily !!!!

Talking about “the young bull” to those that is not familiar with the story, it goes like this, one day 1 old and 1 young bull came walking over a hill, on the top of the hill the young bull got the smell of some “fresh” cows at the bottom of the hill, needless to say he got very excited…..he was ready!! 
After seeing that right at the bottom of the hill there was a gate and being so excited that he could not wait he without wasting time said “old bull, lets by using almost all our strength break through this fence right here and as quickly as we can cover as many cows we can”
The old bull having all the experience in the world continued chewing on his mouth full of green grass and on his time turned and replied “young bull, I’ll rather save my energy, stroll down the hill, go through the open gate instead of wasting energy by braking through the fence and then take my time to cover each and every one of the cows” - lesson learnt.
Personally the past year has been a BIG one, I missed my mom, got married to Tracey AND had my 1st “real bike accident” costing me some ribs and a wrist. I made lifetime friends and gained so much in riding skill and bike experience, not to mention life skills through working with my friends, the members and committee members belonging to this great club – I thank you for that.
When I look back on the year from a club point of view, 
I feel satisfied, I know that there are some things which I as Chairman and we as a committee could have done or handled differently BUT like they say time; will tell, teaches and brings experience, it can only get better. 

In essence the club has grown at a rate of more than 8 new members per month, the lady membership total has doubled and if we look at the number of lady riders who now own their own bikes we are in for a big year. Ladies like Anne, Renette, Tanya van Niekerk, Dianni, Mandi and Gisela have excelled and I am really looking forward to watching you grow even more and showing some of the men how it really is done.
 Through hard work by Anne we have been able to get from 20% paid up members to 70% paid up members as we speak, thank you Anne in your absence for that and hopefully we can get the guys to pay their outstanding fee’s and get the percentage up to the 90’s…
To date we are in the region of 250 members, I am not sure of the total but will shortly confirm.
Now, to have a look at some highlights and lowlights of the past year;

29 April 2008, it starts as a post on the website by Geoff Russell:

“Guys I hear there was an accident at this intersection involving a lady on an F650 accompanied by a guy on an 1150GSA.”
Car hit the lady! It was not Anne Connell as I have called them. Anybody got news?”

It turns out to be Gordan and Carol Millar involved in this accident, Carol ends up having her leg amputated. Some club members go out of their way to help and the story turns out to be mind blowing.

William McIntosh offers Carol an “old laptop” so that she can start talking to us but Gordon buys Carol a new one, soon she is online and we can talk to her day to day. Amongst some people Andy Connell visits a couple of times and when he writes on the website he describes it perfectly: 
“A month and a half after the accident, Carol starts driving Gordon’s Merc, 3 months after the accident she gives support to other amputee’s in support groups. Doctors then tell her that she needs to get the right counselling as she will never walk unaided again, SUCK THAT she says. 
On 1 Oct Carol was already walking for a month, on Sunday 5 Oct she climbed on Gordon’s R1200 GS and went for her 1st Pillion ride…..”

In May 08 we all start taking more notice of the great work Tanya and Johann Russouw and all their helpers are doing in providing for the school in Elim. Very soon the club’s name starts appearing all over the place, they continue doing an absolutely AWESOME job in supporting the school. Tanya takes on big guys like Old Mutual and ends up and in  SABC2, Die Burger and Die Son where she not only makes us again realise how fortunate we all are but also puts the clubs name “right up there”. Tanya I have thanked you before but once again, thank you for what you and your team, and the members of this club did and will continue doing for those brave kids whose life’s you are changing.
Also in May Leon Krige at the age of 67 passes away after a massive heart attack, he drove a K1200S and is missed, I had the honour of joining him on a ride or 2 when I got involved with the club.

20 May and it is “hailing” in Bellville.
In June 08 Anne starts with the “Club Fee Exercise” she takes hours and hours and at the end the result is that almost a year later, we have gone up from 20% fees paid to 70% as we speak.

31 July, the committee votes Vernon Bosch onto the committee to replace Corne Krige in the position of Social Secretary after Corne went through a job change.

In Aug 08 Dave Higgs organises the 1st of many BMW Track Days at Killarney, a huge success and something that really contributed towards the safety of so many of our riders on the road, it was a great experience pushing your BMW to 185km/h in the back straight and then scraping your foot pegs on the ground whilst taking the next corner….we might unfortunately also have given birth to some new “Valentino Rossi’s” in the club.

24 Aug Patrick van Sleight from Top Bike passes away.

On 28 Aug I see at 12:55 that we have 9 Users and 75 Visitors online at once on our website, we very soon realise that we will have to get more money to cover the every month growing band width we are using on the net, Charles comes up with an idea to sell advertising space for a year and use this to cover the expense. So far it is working but we realise this is 1 of the big challenges for the next year. 

3 Sept Donford opens the doors of their new premises in Stellenbosch.

Sept 09 it is SNOW TIME in the Western Cape, the riders enjoy and events like Matroosberg takes place on 6 September; another weekend aimed at developing the rider skills of the off road rider in the Western Cape as well as being a “warming up weekend” for those going to the Great African GS Challenge.
25 Sept we receive news about Neil Berry from Donford had an accident and is seriously hurt on his way to the GS Challenge, he came through and is up and running again; the next day we hear about Etienne Marais from Gauteng who lost his life due to an accident at GAGSC.
2 Oct we have 206 registered members on the books of the club.

25 Nov the last club meeting for 2008, we have a fun filled evening with some Chairman and Committee awards, some of my favourites: 

· Most patient Pillion Award – Noelene Russell

· Can’t get me down Award – Padlangs & Corne Kloppers

· Engineering Wizardry Award – Neil Terry

· McGyver Award – Andy Connell

· Muis Stoter Award – Charles Oertel

· Golden Gloves Award – Steven Bayhack

· Pamela Anderson Award (for arse showing) – Geoff Russell

· More serious, the Chairman Award – Russell Rathbone

26 Nov, through you the members input we were able to sponsor 200 soccer balls at a price of R10 per ball to the Cerebral Palsy Association.

4 Dec NC09 registration opens…

Feb 09 we have NC09, I think it was a huge success although the ground was still as hard as hell……luckily Andyman had some nails at registration. It was the “better” NC promised at the end of the day. 
The winners at the gathering were:

· Mystery Ride - David de Bruyn and his pillion (Saturday)

· Mystery Ride - Neil Terry and Jane (Sunday)

· Skills Challenge -  Corne Kloppers, Daniel Nelson & Bester Els

· Rider Pillion Challenge – Andy Connell & Kim

24 Feb nominations for new BMWMCCC Committee open.
March = BUFF month, a month I personally do not enjoy. People known to us whose funerals some of us attended: Brett Clarck, Trevor Will and Attie de Waal.

20 April voting for the new committee closes, they meet on 22 April and the new BMWMCCC Committee is decided on ito with members in which respective positions.

On the trips and tour side of the last year, we had some great rides both on and off road, some that come to mind from a club point of view as well as individual trips and rides is:
· All the WEST COAST trips

· Anysberg Trips

· Coast 2 Karoo

· Mystery rides – where off road and road guys had as splendid time together
· Nelson’s Kilimanjaro trip

· Wild Coast Trip

· Annual Club event at Sedgefield

· All the passes in 1 weekend

· Toy Run

Then it comes to the future rides, we have got planned:

· More weekend Breakfast rides

· Wild Coast trip

· NAM 09 trip

· West Coast weekends

· Mystery rides

· 6 – 10 day Road Tour

· Annual Tour in October

· NC 2010

On training we had the 1st Advanced off road course in the WC and club members excelled; we will also be looking at more Track days in the coming year.

Now to close the meeting but before I do that some thank you’s:
Thank you to all of you that made yourself available to serve on the committee, unfortunately there is only so much space on the committee and some were unsuccessful.

Thank you for all who served on the committee the past year, thank you for the hard work put in as well as all the laughs and tougher times together.

From me a personal point, Thank you to my wife Tracey, for all your patience and support. Without you I would have lost all my hair ages ago not to mention probably having a drinking problem….
I would like to award 1 award as the Chairman’s Award for the past year and it goes to a person which I know you will all agree with me deserves this, for all the thankless hours, money and effort spent for the benefit of the club, just to be leaving us shortly, we really hope you will come and visit and not have the call of the HAKA replace Inkoshi Sikilele  –  Charles Oertel.

The votes is in, they have been tallied and the outcome in my opinion very positive, we had more people taking part in this year’s voting than last year and I know that the people who will be serving on the committee is the right people for the job.
New Committee:  (PLEASE STAND when I read your name) 

Although there are 11 members on the committee we have added a 12th position which will be an un-official position as part of the committee for time being. 

The work this person has already done and the growth in numbers of the members in this category indicates that we have to start making work of this position and hopefully trough time it will be a “pillar” to lean on when it comes to the growth and success of this club, for now we need this to develop on its own time. The position is that off “Lady Ride & Event Co-Coordinator” and the person filling it Renette Rauch.

The BMWMCCC committee for the next year:

· Anne Connell - Secretary

· Vernon Bosch – Social Secretary

· Charles Oertel / Steven Bayhack (when Charles has left for NZ) - Webmaster

· Roz Messenger - Treasurer

· Ian Verhulp – Clubs Africa

· Brian Messenger – Road Captain

· Dave Higgs – Road Captain

· Pete O Hanlon – Road & Off Road Captain

· Andy Connell – Off Road Captain & Safety Officer

· Rony Desodt – Off Road Captain

· Geoff Russell – Vice Chairman & Off Road Coordinator

· Johan de Jager - Chairman

Thank you for your time, thank you for joining us, please travel safely.
Our next meeting is on 26 May same place, same time.

Regards,
